
OLVER CALLS ON ROMNEY TO ADDRESS FLOODING IN WESTERN MA

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) is calling on Governor Mitt Romney to address the need for aid in western Massachusetts, which was hit hard by flooding due to heavy rain in recent days.

  Olver sent a letter today to Romney requesting that he issue a disaster declaration for Berkshire, Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin counties so that state and federal emergency resources can be deployed to the region.

  Olver also joined Congressman Richard Neal and Senators Edward M. Kennedy and John F. Kerry in sending a letter today urging Romney to immediately declare a state of emergency for Massachusetts in response to flooding in the western part of the state and to request federal disaster assistance.

    Olver said, "More than one hundred families have been displaced and millions of dollars in damages have been sustained in Western Massachusetts. The communities of Greenfield and Pittsfield in the 1st Congressional District were hit particularly hard. Not only were homes made uninhabitable, but many roads and bridges were damaged, severely hindering transportation throughout the region."

  The text of the letters follows below.

   October 12, 2005

  The Honorable Mitt Romney, Governor
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts
 The State House, Room 360
 Boston, MA 02133

  Dear Honorable Romney:

  As you are aware over the past weekend communities in western Massachusetts, particularly the communities of Greenfield and Pittsfield, were hard hit by floods.  More than one hundred families have been displaced and millions of dollars in damages have been sustained.  I ask that you please issue a disaster declaration for Berkshire, Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin counties in western Massachusetts so that State and Federal emergency resources can be deployed to the region as soon as possible.

  Sincerely,
 John W. Olver
 Member of Congress

  __________________________________________________

   October 12, 2005

  The Honorable Mitt Romney, Governor
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts
 The State House, Room 360
 Boston, MA 02133

  Dear Governor Romney:

              We are writing to respectfully urge you to immediately declare a state of emergency for Massachusetts in response to the flooding in the western part of the state and to request federal disaster assistance. It is vital that cities and towns affected by the recent flooding receive the resources they need to recover.

  The storms brought extremely heavy rainfall to parts of western Massachusetts. According to the National Weather Service, six to twelve inches of rain fell in the region last Sunday. Yesterday, the rainfall in Great Barrington measured as high as 13 inches. A flood watch remains in effect for parts of the region and is expected to last through tomorrow afternoon.

  The extent of the damage is unclear and will remain unclear until the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency completes its assessment. But it is already clear that the flooding requires an emergency declaration to bring emergency resources for temporary housing, clothing, and food, as well as longer term needs for repairing property damage.

   We urge you to use your authority as Governor to declare a state of emergency. You have our complete support in seeking federal aid to assist in the disaster relief.

  Sincerely,
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 Senator Edward M. Kennedy
 Senator John F. Kerry
 Representative John W. Olver
 Representative Richard E. Neal

             ###
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